Effects of ultraviolet B irradiation on cutaneous leishmaniasis.
Protection against many infectious diseases is mediated by cellular immunity in the competent host. Ultraviolet (UV) radiation, a component of sunlight, is a potent suppressor of cell-mediated immune responses. Suzanne Holmes Giannini discusses the possible relevance of ambient levels of UVB to pathogenesis and immunity in infectious diseases, with special reference to cutaneous leishmaniasis.